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Now it must be borne in mind that the revolt
of the Netherlands began while the Hanseatics were
still building their new residence at Antwerp. The
League was no longer, as in old days, strong enough
to make its neutrality respected, and the consequence
was, it had to yield to the demands of whichever
party was at the moment the strongest. Thus the
Prince of Orange manifested from 1571 onwards a
desire that they should interrupt their communica-
tions with Spain. As a result, when Antwerp was
taken, and pillaged by the Spaniards, November
4, 1576, the Hanseatics were forced to see them-
selves treated not as neutrals, but as friends of the
rebels. Their papers were seized and their goods
confiscated ; even their charter was seized and the
price of ransom fixed at the high rate of twenty
thousand guilders. Further, if we may deduce in-
ferences from the minutes of the Hanseatic Diet of
the same year, 1576, it would seem as though King
Philip IL, and the Prince of Orange each in their
turn placed a tax of 10, 20, and even 40 per cent
upon the merchandise imported by the Hanseatics
into the Low Countries.

The League, in this desperate situation pleaded for
help now from one leader, now from another, but
could obtain no efficient relief or support from any
side. At last in April, 1577, the Spanish governor of
the Netherlands offered conditions to a Hanseatic
embassy which under the circumstances seemed
sufficiently advantageous. It was proposed that to
indemnify them for the losses suffered during the
pillage of Antwerp, the Hanseatics should for twenty